Worksheet – “I Can’t Sleep”

Semantic grid

A lot of things are happening in “I Can’t Sleep”. After reading the story, use the grid below to decide ‘who did what’. 

Put the page number in the box or boxes to show ‘who did what’. Read aloud the part from the story where you formed that opinion.

	
	Is a nurse
	Went to the pool
	Is a teacher
	Couldn’t sleep
	Flopped on the bed together

	Jeanette


	
	
	
	
	

	Peter


	
	
	
	
	

	Hannah


	
	
	
	
	

	Alex


	
	
	
	
	

	Patch
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Crossword puzzle

The answers to these crossword clues can all be found within the story “I Can’t Sleep”. You will need to read the story carefully to find the answers and then complete the puzzle.

I Can't Sleep
[image: image1.png]



Across

2. Who took Patch away?

4. Peter is a...

5. The family bought Patch from this place

7. On Tuesday the family went to the...

Down

1. Peter tried to keep the children ... during the holidays

3. Jeanette works at a hospital. She is a...

4. Jeanette and Peter have ... children

6. On Wednesday the family went swimming here

(Created using Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com)
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Word search puzzle

See how many words you can find from the story in the word puzzle below.  The words run left to right, right to left, up and down and diagonally up and down.

I Can't Sleep
D D O G P O U N D N P D M S B

E E A Y P E E L S I L E I C E

H I T R Q G Q X P G A K C R D

E A L S A J R E A H Y C R E R

R E N R U N T L T T G A O A O

V E B N O A G A C S R M W M O

L T T S A O H E H H O S A E M

E O S E I H G X R I U B V D P

G S O A P R Y L E F N O E J O

V V R H F R F T A T D G H A O

R M C U C K U B I K X S Q V L

T D O X N S A J E A N E T T E

R E I S I O N E R E H C A E T

E S I R P R U S R A J I Q W T

G N I W A R D V U B X G J B Q

ALEX




NOISIER

BEDROOM



NURSE

BREAKFAST



PATCH

DOGPOUND



PETER

DRAWING



PLAYGROUND

EXHAUSTED



POOL

FRISBEE



RANGER

GOBSMACKED



SCHOOL

HANNAH




SCREAMED

JEANETTE



SLEEP

KALGOORLIE



SURPRISE

MICROWAVE



TEACHER

NIGHT SHIFT

(Created using Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com)
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Writing conventions 

In “I Can’t Sleep” the author described Patch as “the best dog” and suggested that Jeanette “had a really good sleep.” By using italics the words ‘best’ and ‘really’ stand out from the other text.  

Activity one:

Discuss the use of italics, bold text, underlining and different font styles in stories and advertisements. Why do you think they are used? How do they add meaning to what we read?

Activity two:

By choosing different fonts, capitals, bold text or bullet points on the computer, you can emphasise important points of a message. This helps to bring meaning to what you read.

Have a look at the advertisement below – what do you think the important information is, and why? Why is some text in small print? Would you normally read ‘the small print’?

DO YOU LOVE DOGS?

GOOD HOMES NEEDED NOW!  

· Like a faithful friend?
· Have room for a pet?

· Then give us a call

Richmound Dog Pound

Call 1600 000 111

Subject to approved application. Dogs cost a minimum $650.

Activity three:

Have a go at writing your own advertisement or story. Use different fonts and styles, and discuss why you have chosen the particular forms.
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Grammar – Synonyms

A synonym is a word or an expression that means the same as another word or expression. For example some synonyms for the word car may be automobile, vehicle or motor.

Below are some words from the story “I Can’t Sleep”. Find one or two synonyms for each of the words by using a thesaurus (either in book form or on the computer) or you may come up with one yourself. Hint: Be mindful that some words may have a different meaning than that in the story.
Sleepy _______________________________________________

Bored

_______________________________________________ 

Complained

Stumbled

_______________________________________________

Broke

_______________________________________________

Screamed

_______________________________________________

Cute

_______________________________________________
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Words and their meanings

Match the word on the left with its meaning on the right by drawing a line between the two columns.

	Howl

Nurse

Tomorrow

Furious

Tired


	You feel like you want to rest or sleep

Someone who is extremely angry

A long, loud crying sound from an animal such as a dog

A person whose job it is to care for the ill

The day after today


Now put these words into your own sentences

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Close exercise

Here are some sentences from “I Can’t Sleep”. Fill in the gaps by choosing a word from the text box below.

Peter and Jeanette and their two_________ Alex and Hannah live in Kalgoorlie.  Peter teaches at the primary________.

When school holidays came, Peter had to try to keep the kids quiet so Jeanette could ________.

They tried making popcorn but the __________ beeped too loudly.

At the park Alex and Hannah saw some of their school friends playing _________ with a dog.

Patch arrived home ___________ and flopped down in his basket.

The next day they left out lots of things to keep ________ busy.

microwave



school




sleep




Frisbee

exhausted



children


Patch
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True or false

Here are some sentences from the story “I Can’t Sleep”. Some of the sentences are true and some are false. At the end of each sentence circle the “T” if you think it is true or “F” if you think it is false.

Jeanette is a nurse and recently started working dayshift at the hospital.
T / F

On Monday the kids tried watching T.V. but they got noisier and noisier and complained that the T.V. wasn’t loud enough. 


T / F

On Tuesday morning Peter had a better idea. “Let’s go to the library,” he said.

T / F

The second week of the school holidays was not a problem. The kids looked after Patch and took him to the park everyday. 

T / F

Now make the false sentences true.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Writing exercise

Have you ever been gobsmacked or have a gobsmacking story you would like to share? If so, write it down and send it to Read Write Now! Locked bag 6, Northbridge WA 6865. You never know, it might just be published! Include your contact details.
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Grammar – editing skills

When writing it is important to check your own work; this is called editing. Some points to remember are to always start a sentence with a capital letter. Capitals are also used for the names of people and places (nouns). A full stop marks the end of a sentence.

Below is a paragraph from “I Can’t Sleep”. Edit the text by placing capital letters and full stops in the correct places.

Hint: There are six (6) mistakes

The second week of the school holidays was not a problem  The kids looked after patch and took him to the park everyday so jeanette could get some sleep.  Patch arrived home exhausted and flopped down in his basket  He is cute after all, thought jeanette

Spelling – developing a “speller’s eye”

Read the passage below taken from “I Can’t Sleep” and underline the five (5) spelling mistakes. 

Hint: A good way to check spelling is to read from the end of the passage of text to the beginning, as reading out of context helps the eye to pick up spelling errors.

Jeanette felt terrible but was so desparate to catch up on sum sleep. She flopped into bead, closed her eyes and all was blissfully quiet. But Jeanette could knot sleep. She felt two worried about Patch.
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Grammar – Homophones

In the story “I Can’t Sleep”, the author uses homophones. These are words that sound the same but are spelt differently and have different meanings.

For example:

Jeanette knew there would be trouble when Peter brought the new dog home.

Choose the right words to fill the gaps in the sentences below.

bee/be 

Jeanette thought that tomorrow would _____ better.

know/no

“Oh ___, I still can’t sleep,” said Jeanette.

not/knot

The ranger did _____ seem to be worried about taking Patch to the pound.

some/sum

Jeanette went to bed to try and get ________ sleep, but Patch was keeping her awake.

See if you can find more homophones in the story, or come up with some of you own.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Grammar – adjectives

Using adjectives makes your sentences more interesting.

Adjectives are describing words and they tell you more about nouns. Nouns are naming words such as a person, place or thing.

For example:

Jan is beautiful. 

Jan is the noun and beautiful is the adjective as it describes the noun.

Think up five (5) words to describe the ranger. Justify your choice by reading aloud or discussing that part of the text that informed your thinking.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now do the same for Jeanette.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Writing activity

We tend to treat our pets as family members, and accordingly we feel the loss if they become ill or pass away.  Has there ever been a difficult situation with a pet in your household? If so, you are invited to write about it.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Values

Just as we share many common values we also have our own personal beliefs and values, based on our culture, social background, religion and ethnicity.

Based on what you believe and in your own words, who do you think is the most thoughtless or selfish character in the story? Why do you think this?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you do if you were Jeanette?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Write a critique
A critique is a short piece of writing about a story. It starts with a brief summary of what the author said, and then looks at it critically.

· To summarise the book first read it all, then think about it. 

What is the book about? What is the author telling us?

· To critically evaluate what the author wrote, ask yourself:

What does the author do to get and retain your attention, for example does she/he use humour?

Is the writing clear and easy to understand?

Would you change anything about the story and why?

· You may then give your opinion about the story, for example,

I liked this story because…………

or 

I didn’t enjoy this story because………….

and
Who would you recommend this book to and why?
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