Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Story building

This story is about Jan, a single mum, and her six-year-old daughter called Kate. Change the sentences below to make the story about a dad called Peter and his son Sam. 

Jan was a single mum. She had a six-year-old daughter called Kate. After a few years of renting a flat they could finally buy a house of their own. The house needed a lot of work. “Just wait til it’s painted and I’ve fixed up the garden,” said Jan. 

Jan decided it was time to have a house-warming party. She invited their friends and neighbours for a barbeque lunch. Kate had lots of jobs to do to help her mum.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet – Home Improvement

Semantic grid

There is a lot of information in “Home Improvement”. After reading the story, use the grid below to decide ‘who did what’. 

Put the page number in the box or boxes to show ‘who did what’. Read aloud the part from the story where you formed that opinion.

	
	Bought a house
	Brought homemade pasta
	Brought over scones
	Who was cheeky
	Who was embarrassed

	Jan


	
	
	
	
	

	Kate


	
	
	
	
	

	Tom


	
	
	
	
	

	Maria


	
	
	
	
	

	Lili


	
	
	
	
	

	Mrs. Carlton


	
	
	
	
	

	Nobody


	
	
	
	
	


Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Crossword puzzle

The answers to these crossword clues can all be found within the story “Home Improvement”. You will need to read the story carefully to find the answers and then complete the puzzle.

Home Improvement
[image: image1.png]



Across

2. Jan and Kate bought a...

4. What did Tom have to drink?

6. Tom lent Jan this

7. Maria bought over some homemade...

9. What was Kate's favourite book?

10. Mrs Carlton brought these

Down

1. Jan's daughter

2. Jan decided to have a ... party

3. Jan wanted to paint and fix up the...

5. What kind of lunch did the neighbours share?

8. Who brought over some home-grown strawberries?

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Word search puzzle

See how many words you can find from the story in the word puzzle below.  The words run left to right, right to left, up and down and diagonally up and down.

Home Improvement

G P Y W V E N E T W T S G S E

X O K L S R X E A A T A N R U

N A B U D C E N D R L Z I U Q

V E O S I N D N A R F F M O E

R H H T M E E W T M A S R B B

P E I C R A B I I I I G A H R

S N T E T E C D R N N L W G A

G E D H R I E K G F A G E I B

E Z N R G T K L E D R K S E S

W T I O N U E A D D R N U N O

G E A I C S A E K O A W O S F

S T A K K S R D W J S Y H Z A

H P T H O U G H T D I N N E R

X H A T S A P P A R T Y M J Y

O V A Z U C I R E E B H Y V T

BARBEQUE



LADDER

BEER




NEIGHBOURS

DAUGHTER



PAINTED

DINNER




PARTY

EXCITING



PASTA

FLAT




RENTING

FRIENDLY



SCONES

GARDEN




SINGLE

GOBSMACKED



SOFA

HOUSE




STRAWBERRIES

HOUSEWARMING



THOUGHT




JAN




WANDERED

KATE




WORK

KITCHEN

(Created using Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com)

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Cloze exercise

Fill in the gaps using he/she/they.

Jan was a single mum. ______ had a daughter called Kate.

After a few years of Jan and Kate renting ______ finally bought a house of their own.

Tom brought over his ladder. ____ stayed for a beer.

Jan had a house-warming party. _____ invited her friends and neighbours.

Kate went back into the lounge room with a big, heavy book under her arm. ______ plonked down on the sofa next to Tom.

Kate showed Tom her parent’s wedding album and said nothing at all. ______ just looked at Tom.

Tom was gobsmacked! ____ didn’t know what to do.

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Correct the mistakes

The computer has just opened a can of worms and they have fallen into the story! So, every time you see the word “worm” replace it with the correct word from the story. Circle the word with a pen or highlighter then copy the corrected passage in the space provided.

The worms were very friendly. Maria brought over some homemade worm. Lili brought over some home-grown strawberries. Mrs Worm brought over some scones.

“Hmmmph,” thought Kate.

“This is so exciting,” thought Worm.

Jan got to work painting the front veranda. Another neighbour, Tom, brought over his worm. He stayed for a beer.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Fact or opinion

A fact is something that can be proven right or wrong. An opinion is what someone thinks or how they feel about something. Read each statement below and decide whether it is a fact or an opinion, by writing your answer in the space provided. Are some of the statements hard to categorise, if so, why?


Maria brought over some homemade pasta.






Maria makes the best pasta in the world.




The neighbours were very friendly.

Tom stayed for a beer.


The beer was too warm.


Jan invited her friends to lunch.


Jan had a six-year-old daughter called Kate.


The house needed a lot of work.

Worksheets – “Home Improvement”

Comprehension - Who did what in the story? 

Read “Home Improvement” and answer the questions below.

Who bought a house? ______________________________

Who brought over some homemade pasta? _______________

Who brought Jan some scones? _______________________

Who stayed for a beer? _____________________________

Who had a house-warming party? ______________________

Who was six-years-old? _____________________________

Who brought over some home-grown strawberries? ________

Who brought over his ladder? ________________________

Who had lots of jobs to do to help her mum? _____________

Who liked Jan’s new home? __________________________

Who invited Tom to stay for dinner? ___________________

‘Bought’ and ‘brought’ are different words that are often used interchangeably. A hint to remember the difference is, if you buy something you have bought it and if you bring something you have brought it.

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Broken sentences

Join the first half of each sentence in box A with its ending in box B, by drawing a line between the two halves.

	Box A
	Box B

	After a few years of renting a flat

Tom and the other neighbours popped in

Another neighbour, Tom

Jan went back into the kitchen
	brought over his ladder. 

all ears.

they could finally buy a house of their own.

from time to time to lend a hand.




Home study: Now write the sentences.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Grammar – Quotation marks

Quotation marks (i.e. “…”) are used in writing to indicate direct speech, that is, what someone is saying. 

Hint: When using quotation marks, keep full-stops and commas within them. For example “Come over here,” she said.

Add quotation marks to the following sentences from “Home Improvement”.

The house needed a lot of work.  Just wait til it’s painted and I’ve fixed up the garden, said Jan.

Jan invited Tom to stay for dinner.  It’s just leftovers, she said.

Tom and Kate were alone together in the lounge room.  Everyone else has gone home, said Kate.

Will you read me a story?  Kate asked Tom sweetly.

Tom said, OK, go and choose a book.

Kate plonked down on the sofa next to Tom.  This is my favourite book of all, she said.

Worksheet – ‘Home Improvement”

Grammar – Expanding the text with adjectives

Using adjectives makes your sentences more interesting.

Adjectives are describing words and they tell you more about nouns. Nouns are naming words such as a person, place or thing.

For example:

Jan is beautiful. 

Jan is the noun and beautiful is the adjective as it describes the noun.

Add adjectives to the sentences below to make them more descriptive and interesting.

Jan was a single mum.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After a few years of renting a flat they could finally buy a house of their own.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Maria brought over some homemade pasta and Mrs Carlton brought over some scones.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Mind mapping

Mind maps are tools which can help you think and learn.

When creating a mind map you should:

· Use keywords

· Start from the central idea

· Use different colours for different ideas or themes

· Print your text to make it easier to read and use lowercase letters as this makes it easier to remember

Activity:

Create a mind map for the different ways Tom might react to Kate’s behaviour. For example, he might get angry and storm out of the house. 

Then, choose one of these possible reactions and write a story.
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                                                      shocked  -  surprised









-  speechless

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Reducing the text

Reduce the sentences below into one sentence, but try to retain the overall meaning.

The party was fun. There was so much food and lots of wine! Everyone liked Jan’s and Kate’s new home.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jan went into the kitchen. Tom and Kate were alone together in the lounge room. “Everyone else has gone home,” said Kate, “Why haven’t you?”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kate trudged back into the lounge room with a big, heavy white book under her arm. She plonked down on the sofa next to Tom.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Writing conventions

Jan thought it was “so exciting” when Tom decided to stay for a beer. By using italics the word “so” stands out from the rest of the text. The author has also used exclamation marks (!) to create meaning and emphasis.

Activity one:

Discuss the use of italics, bold text, underlining and different font styles in stories and advertisements. Why do you think they are used? How do they add meaning to what we read?

Activity two:

By choosing different fonts, capitals, bold text or bullet points on the computer, you can emphasise important points of a message. This helps to bring meaning to what you read.

Have a look at the advertisement below – what do you think the important information is and why? Why is some text in small print? Would you normally read the small print?

Want a place of your own?
· Poor credit history?
· Unemployed?
· Banks won’t touch you?
WE have the loan for YOU!
Call Debts-R-Us on 1700 29 DEBT

Loans subject to approval. Standard variable rate 21.9%

Activity three:

Have a go at writing your own advertisement or story. Use different fonts and styles, and discuss why you have chosen the particular forms.

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Grammar – editing skills

When writing it is important to check your own work; this is called editing. Some points to remember are to always start a sentence with a capital letter. Capitals are also used for the names of people and places (proper nouns). A full stop marks the end of a sentence.

Below is a paragraph from “Home Improvement”. Edit the text by placing capital letters and full stops in the correct places.

Hint: There are six (6) mistakes

Kate trudged back into the lounge room with a big, heavy white book under her arm  She plonked down on the sofa next to tom. “This is my favourite book of all,” she said with a grin Tom opened the book.  It was a wedding album.  It was jan and her ex-husband, katie’s dad

Spelling – developing a “speller’s eye”

Read the passage below taken from “Home Improvement” and underline the five (5) spelling mistakes. 

Hint: A good way to check spelling is to read from the end of the passage of text to the beginning, as reading out of context helps the eye to pick up spelling errors.

Jan decided it was time to hve a house-worming party. She invited there friends and neighbours for a barbeque lunsh. Kate had lots of jobbs to do to help her mum.

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

ESL Grammar – idioms

In the story Jan was “all ears”. This does not mean that she was literally “all ears” but that she was listening carefully to what was going on. This is called an idiom.

Idioms are expressions or phrases that are used in a particular language or country. They help to make meaning but usually only to those who are familiar with them. To others, they can sound very strange and it may be difficult to understand what is meant.

Activity:

Match the idiom with its meaning by drawing a line from one side to the other.

Fair dinkum





dressed up in party







clothes

She’ll be right





anything that is








genuine or real

Stone the crows





it will be Okay

Glad rags






expression of 








surprise or









amazement

Do you have like terms in your language?

For a fun interactive game on Australian idioms visit www.nma.gov.au/play/index.html, click on PLAY then on AUSSIE ENGLISH PLAY GAME
Worksheet – “Home Improvement”
Writing exercise

Have you ever been gobsmacked or have a gobsmacking story you would like to share? If so, write it down and send it to Read Write Now! Locked bag 6, Northbridge WA 6865. You never know, it might just be published! Include your contact details.

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet – “Home Improvement”

Write a critique

A critique is a short piece of writing about a story. It starts with a brief summary of what the author said, and then looks at it critically.

· To summarise the book first read it all, then think about it. 

What is the book about? What is the author telling us?

· To critically evaluate what the author wrote, ask yourself:

What does the author do to get and retain your attention, for example does she/he use humour?

Is the writing clear and easy to understand?

Would you change anything about the story and why?

· You may then give your opinion about the story, for example,

I liked this story because…………

or 

I didn’t enjoy this story because………….

and

Who would you recommend this story to and why? 
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