Worksheets – “Mabel and Michael”

Cloze exercise

After reading “Mabel and Michael”, fill in the gaps by choosing a word from the box below.

Michael and Mabel are ___________ with a baby and a dog named __________.  

Michael loves __________.  He listens to it ______ ______.

But his wife doesn’t like to __________ to the music he plays.  To her, it is nothing but an _____________, A VERY LOUD NOISE.

Mabel decided she couldn’t keep her ____________ any longer and told him to shape up or _________ _____.

Michael was _______________.  He thought long and hard about what Mabel said. 

In the end, they decided they couldn’t ________ without each other after _____.

married


Blue



music



every day 

listen

annoyance


silence

ship out

gobsmacked

live




all
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Matching exercise

After reading “Mabel and Michael”, match the beginning of the sentence to the ending. You can do this by drawing a line between the two.

Michael and Mabel are married


music.

In the end they decided they


A VERY LOUD 

couldn’t






NOISE.

He leaves all





with a baby and a 









dog named Blue.

Michael loves





the chores to her.

To her, it is nothing but an



live without each 

annoyance,





other after all.
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Word search

See how many words you can find from the story in the word puzzle below.  The words run left to right, right to left, up and down and diagonally up and down.

Mabel and Michael

A E S I O N T G T T Y R L C D

N H M R P K V O U H E I O L P

N W I T H O U T M M O N A E H

O D T Z D Z S T U O F U E C Y

Y U Q E M I E S A R R L G B M

A O H W L U I X O G S R A H C

N L I E C C F N O S L B O W T

C I N W E A T B L E E E Q W V

E C Q I S E S M E E N R B G U

E I G F D M E A D U A O O A B

D F L E A V U R G H L H U H M

G E V C I Q X R E O S B C G C

D O K L J W J I R L M A N I H

T E D K F J D E S G Q M O E M

D N F O Y K D D I G N O R E D

ANNOYANCE


MABEL

BABY



MARRIED

BLUE



MICHAEL


CHORES



MUSIC

CONFRONTED


NOISE

DOG



SILENCE

ENOUGH



SLEEP

GOBSMACKED


THOUGHT

IGNORED


TOMORROW

LIVE



WIFE

LOUD



WITHOUT

(Created using Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com)
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Crossword puzzle

The answers to these crossword clues can all be found within the story “Mabel and Michael”. You will need to read the story carefully to find the answers and then complete the puzzle.

Mabel and Michael



Across

3. Michael and Mabel are _________ with a baby

4. Mabel thinks Michael's music is an_________

Down

1. Michael leaves all the_________ to Mabel

2. Mabel told Michael to "shape up or ________"

3. What does Michael love?

(Created using Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com)
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Language reconstruction

Single sentences from the story “Mabel and Michael” are listed below, but they are not in the correct order. Read the story and then have a go at numbering the sentences in the order they appear in the story, using the boxes alongside each step.


He leaves all the chores to her.





Mabel decided she couldn’t keep her silence any longer and told him to shape up or ship out.







In the end, they decided they couldn’t live without each other after all.










Michael and Mabel are married with a baby and a dog named Blue.











Michael loves music. He listens to it everyday.



Michael was gobsmacked. He thought long and hard about what Mabel had said.
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True or false

Here are some sentences from the story “Mabel and Michael”. Some of the sentences are true and some are false. At the end of each sentence circle the “T” if you think it is true or “F” if you think it is false.

Michael loves music. He listens to it everyday.
T / F

In the end, they decided that they could not live together after all.
T / F
Worse, he doesn’t help around the house. He leaves all the chores to her.
T / F
Michael and Mabel are married with two babies and a dog named shoe.
T / F
 Now change the false sentences to make them true.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Writing exercise

Have you ever been gobsmacked or have a gobsmacking story you would like to share? If so, write it down and send it to Read Write Now! Locked bag 6, Northbridge WA 6865. You never know, it might just be published! Include your contact details.

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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  ESL Grammar – idioms

In the story Mabel told Michael to “shape up or ship out”. This is called an idiom, and by this Mabel wanted Michael to improve his behaviour or move out of the house.

Idioms are expressions or phrases that are used in a particular language or country. They help to make meaning but usually only to those who are familiar with them. To others, they can sound very strange and it may be difficult to understand what is meant.

Activity:

Match these Australian idioms with their meanings by drawing a line from one side to the other.

A stubby short of a six pack


drunk

As flash as a rat with a gold tooth

not very bright

Full as a goog





dressed well

Can you think of any other idioms?

Do you have like terms in your language?

For a fun interactive game on Australian idioms visit www.nma.gov.au/play/index.html, click on PLAY then on AUSSIE ENGLISH PLAY GAME
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Grammar – editing skills

When writing it is important to check your own work, this is called editing. Some points to remember are to always start a sentence with a capital letter. Capitals are also used for the names of people and places (proper nouns). A full stop marks the end of a sentence.

Below is a paragraph from “Mabel and Michael”. Edit the text by placing capital letters and full stops in the correct places.

Hint: There are five (5) mistakes

Poor mabel, she couldn’t get any sleep at all with michael’s music  She decided enough is enough! She would talk to Michael tomorrow or never talk to him again!  Mabel confronted michael in the morning, and they ignored each other after that

Spelling – developing a “speller’s eye”

Read the passage below taken from “Mabel and Michael” and underline the five (5) spelling mistakes. 

Hint: A good way to check spelling is to read from the end of the passage of text to the beginning, as reading out of context helps the eye to pick up spelling errors.

Michael and Mabel are marryed with a baby and a dog named Blue.  Michael loves musik.  He listens to it everyday.  But his wife doesn’t lic to listen to the music he plays. To her, it is nothing butt an annoyance, A VERY LOUD NOSE. 
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Writing conventions

Mabel thought Michael’s music was “A VERY LOUD NOISE”. By using uppercase text this phrase stands out from the rest of the passage. The author has also used exclamation marks (!) to create meaning and emphasis.

Activity one:

Discuss the use of italics, bold text, underlining, and different font styles in stories and advertisements. Why do you think they are used? How do they add meaning to what we read?

Activity two:

By choosing different fonts, capitals, bold text or bullet points on the computer, you can emphasise important points of a message. This helps to bring meaning to what you read.

Have a look at the advertisement below – what do you think the important information is and why? Why is some text in small print? Would you normally read the small print?

Having problems with your marriage?

· WE can help YOU revive that spark!

· Only $500

· Call Vital Spark Marriage Counselling

                    on 1700 160 LOVE

                                  Revitalising the spark not guaranteed

Activity three:

Have a go at writing your own advertisement or story. Use different fonts and styles, and discuss why you have chosen the particular forms.
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Writing activity

If you were a marriage counsellor, what words of advice would you have for Mabel and Michael?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Worksheet – “Mabel and Michael”

Writing/discussion activity

In the story, Mabel was upset with Michael because he didn’t help her around the house with the chores; a sentiment echoed by women around the world! In some countries it is accepted that women do the majority of housework, yet in others men and women divide the chores more evenly.

Below are some questions. You may choose to discuss your answers or write them down.

How is the housework divided in your household?

Why? Is it cultural, mutually agreed on or does one partner have paid work and the other looks after children?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________

How would you like household chores to be divided?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________
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Field of words

Below is a series of words that may describe Mabel and/or Michael. With a coloured pen or pencil circle the words that you think describe Mabel, and with a different colour, do the same for Michael.

selfish 


thoughtless

unreasonable

impatient

nagging


intolerant

immature  



complaining

self-centred

Can you think of any other words to describe them (adjectives)?

Michael:________________________________________________________________________________________

Mabel:_________________________________________________________________________________________

In you own words, what do think about Michael and Mabel? For example, the way they solve their problems or the way they treat each other.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Reduce the text

Read “Mabel and Michael” and reduce the story to four sentences. The task is not only to reduce the text, but also to retain the meaning of the storyline. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Write a critique

A critique is a short piece of writing about a story. It starts with a brief summary of what the author said, and then looks at it critically.

· To summarise the book first read it all, then think about it. 

What is the book about? What is the author telling us?

· To critically evaluate what the author wrote, ask yourself:

What does the author do to get and retain your attention, for example does she/he use humour?

Is the writing clear and easy to understand?

Would you change anything about the story? Why?

· You may then give your opinion about the story, for example,

I liked this story because…………

or 

I didn’t enjoy this story because………….

and

Who would you recommend this book to and why?

1








1

