Worksheet – “Whistle If Anyone Comes”
Semantic grid

There is a lot of information in “Whistle If Anyone Comes”. After reading the story, use the grid below to decide ‘who did what’. 

Put the page number in the box or boxes to show ‘who did what’. Read aloud the part from the story where you formed that opinion.

	
	Liked to keep fit
	Jogged in Kings Park
	Hid behind a bush
	Crashed through scrub
	Was gob-

smacked
	Scooped up the poo

	Nic


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Kelly


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Woman


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dog
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Words and their meanings

After reading “Whistle If Anyone Comes”, find the sentences in the book that contain the words in the box below. Then look in a dictionary and see if these words can have more than one meaning. What meaning do you think each word has in the story? Write a definition in the space below.
Hint: One of these words has only one meaning
 fit




scrub


cheeks



 urgently


 beach




stretching

tears
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________
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Matching exercise

After reading “Whistle If Anyone Comes”, match the beginning of the sentence to the ending. You can do this by drawing a line between the two groups.

On Saturday mornings they



like to keep fit.

He needed to go to the toilet


jog through Kings









Park.

“Whistle if anyone comes”



pretend to be 








stretching.

Nic and Kelly





he said.

He quickly began to




URGENTLY.
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Grammar - Past tense
A verb is an action word. It tells us what the subject does, is or what happens to it. For example, “Jane listens to her mother” (listens tells us what the subject Jane did).

When we write about the past, we need to use past tense verbs. Verbs can be made past tense by adding ‘ed’ at the end, and in some cases changing the whole word, such as, go/went, come/came and see/saw. 

Underline the past tense verbs in the following sentences from “Whistle If Anyone Comes”.

One Sunday, Nic stopped on the track. He needed to go to the toilet – URGENTLY.

He told Kelly he had a big pain and asked her to keep watch while he found a place to squat.

Nic hid behind a bush and squatted down.

Just as he stood up and pulled up his pants, a large dog came crashing through the scrub.

Soon they both had tears rolling down their cheeks.
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True or False

Here are some sentences from the story “Whistle If Anyone Comes”. Some of the sentences are true and some are false. At the end of each sentence circle the “T” if you think it is true or “F” if you think it is false. 

On Sunday mornings Nic and Kelly jog through Kings Park. They like big hills.
T /F
Nic told Kelly he had a small pain and asked her to keep watch while he found a place to squat.
T / F
Nic hid behind a bush and squatted down. What a relief!  T / F
Nic heard a lady calling the dog.
T / F

Soon Kelly had tears running down her cheeks.
T / F
Now change the false sentences to make them true.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Crossword puzzle

The answers to these crossword clues can all be found within the story “Whistle If Anyone Comes”. You will need to read the story carefully to find the answers and then complete the puzzle.

Whistle If Anyone Comes


[image: image1.png]



Across

4. Some mornings the couple jog here

7. On Saturdays they jog through...

Down

1. What colour was the 'dog poo bag'?

2. Nic and Kelly had tears rolling down their...

3. Nic needed the toilet...

5. What was Kelly to do if someone came past?

6. The dog came crashing through this
(Created using Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com.
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Word search puzzle

See how many words you can find from the story in the word puzzle below.  The words run left to right, right to left, up and down and diagonally up and down.
Whistle If Anyone Comes

V G O J X S M G F E I U P Z A

B U S H J A F W D I P D O G Y

G N I S I C R E X E T A G T X

T Q N G Y Q S Y H D Z N C B S

K I N G S P A R K S C I Y S C

S C R U B Z W C I T S A L P E

S R A E T D E K C A M S B O G

S S Y C D N D H S E D W Y O E

A G L I O T I K L N K O L M G

T N T N B L E T E W H L L H U

U I N K L E S T Z W N L E A U

R N E S H I E L X P X E K Y J

D R G C H R H C A E B Y X L B

A O R W P S T R E T C H I N G

Y M U N A M O W S O R R Y Q F

BEACH



MORNINGS
BUSH



NIC
CHEEKS



PLASTIC
DOG



PRETEND
ESCAPE



SATURDAY
EXERCISING


SCRUB
FIT



SORRY
GOBSMACKED


STRETCHING
TEARS



URGENTLY
HILLS



WHISTLE
JOG



WOMAN
KELLY



YELLOW
KINGSPARK

(Created using Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com.
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Grammar – Expanding the text with adjectives

Using adjectives makes your sentences more interesting.

Adjectives are describing words and they tell you more about nouns. Nouns are naming words such as a person, place or thing.

For example:

Jan is beautiful. 

Jan is the noun and beautiful is the adjective as it describes the noun.

Add adjectives to the sentences below to make them more descriptive and interesting.

Some mornings Nic and Kelly go for a jog along the beach.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nic hid behind a bush and squatted down. What a relief! Just as he was finished, he heard Kelly whistle.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Just as he stood up and pulled up his pants, a large dog came crashing through the scrub.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Writing conventions

Nic needed to go to the toilet ‘URGENTLY’ and the lady with the dog was ‘SO’ sorry about her ‘dogs’ mess. By using uppercase text these words stood out from the rest of the text. 
Activity one:
Discuss the use of italics, bold text, underlining and different font styles in stories and advertisements. Why do you think they are used? How do they add meaning to what we read?

Activity two:
By choosing different fonts, capitals, bold text or bullet points on the computer, you can emphasise important points of a message. This helps to bring meaning to what you read.
Have a look at the advertisement below – what do you think the important information is and why? Why is some text in small print? Would you normally read the small print?
DO YOU WALK YOUR DOG?

Avoid large fines and
 Buy your Pooper Scooper NOW!  

· Available in a range of colours 
· Different styles available
Call 1600 000 POO
· From $60  No rainchecks available
Activity three:

Have a go at writing your own advertisement or story. Use different fonts and styles, and discuss why you have chosen the particular forms.
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Grammar – editing skills

When writing it is important to check your own work; this is called editing. Some points to remember are to always start a sentence with a capital letter. Capitals are also used for the names of people and places (nouns). A full stop marks the end of a sentence.

Below is a paragraph from “Whistle If Anyone Comes”. Edit the text by placing capital letters and full stops in the correct places.

Hint: There are seven (7) mistakes
Nic and kelly like to keep fit  On Saturday mornings they jog through kings park. They like big hills  One Sunday, nic stopped on the track.  He needed to go to the toilet – URGENTLY

Spelling – developing a “speller’s eye”

Read the passage below taken from “Whistle If Anyone Comes” and underline the five (5) spelling mistakes. 

Hint: A good way to check spelling is to read from the end of the passage of text to the beginning, as reading out of context helps the eye to pick up spelling errors.

Nic told Kelly he had a bigg pain and asked her to keep watsh wile he found a place to squat. “Whistle if anyone comes,” he said.  Nic hid behind a buch and squatted down. What a releif!
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Writing exercise

Have you ever been gobsmacked or have a gobsmacking story you would like to share? If so, write it down and send it to Read Write Now! Locked bag 6, Northbridge WA 6865. You never know, it might just be published! Include your contact details.
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Writing exercise

In the box below, write a range of words that might describe (adjectives) the way the woman with the dog would feel if she knew it was Nic’s mess she was cleaning up and not her dog’s!

Home study: Write a response from the woman’s point of view. What might she say to Nic?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Write a critique
A critique is a short piece of writing about a story. It starts with a brief summary of what the author said, and then looks at it critically.

· To summarise the book first read it all, then think about it. 

What is the book about? What is the author telling us?

· To critically evaluate what the author wrote, ask yourself:

What does the author do to get and retain your attention, for example does she/he use humour?

Is the writing clear and easy to understand?

Would you change anything about the story and why?

· You may then give your opinion about the story, for example,

I liked this story because…………

or 

I didn’t enjoy this story because………….

and
Who would you recommend this story to and why?
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