Tips for Tutors – Whistle If Anyone Comes
1. Parts of the text

Before your student begins to read a story, it is useful to discuss the different parts of a book, especially if your student is from a CaLD background. For example:
· The cover (the outside cover of a book)

· The title page (the beginning of the book, containing the title of the book, the author and illustrator)

· The text (the actual words of the story)

· The blurb (this is usually on the back or inside cover of a book and gives the reader an idea what the book is about)

When discussing the parts of a book, you may wish to explain the role of each of the parts as well as distinguishing the author from the illustrator.

2. Pre-reading discussion

This is a vital step in the reading process – don’t skip it!

The pre-reading discussion involves going through the book with your student, paying attention to the headings and the pictures in order to stimulate prediction. For example:
· Read the title of the book and look at the picture on the cover. Discuss what the book could be about.
· Go through the book, looking at the pictures. Talk about each page, asking questions to prompt your student (i.e. “What do you think is happening here?”)
· ‘Gobsmackers’ are meant to be funny – encourage your student to lighten up and have a laugh!
3. Choose the level of reading support
Before beginning the story, consider the level of reading support your student might need.
· Do you first need to read the story aloud to your student?

· Should you read the story together?

· Can your student read alone, with support?

· The student reads independently aloud

· The student reads silently

4. What to do if your student gets stuck
If your student gets stuck on a word, you may like to try some of the following strategies.
· Look for picture clues, this can often prompt the student 

· Try reading on. Reading on provides some context, and this can prompt the reader to guess the word

· Sounding out is another strategy. Ask your student to look at the first / last letter. You may also ask “Can you see any smaller words in the big one?” or “Can you break the word into chunks?”

·  If there is no success, or if your student is highly anxious simply tell your student the word

· Or you can ignore the word and read on to maintain fluency and meaning

When your student makes an error and the meaning is not lost, ignore it – it’s what good readers do all the time. The aim is to support and encourage your student to enjoy reading and read regularly – practice really does make perfect!
If your student makes an error and the meaning is lost, respond at the end of the sentence. Firstly wait and give your student time, as it is better if they correct themselves. However, if they don’t self-correct say:

“Does that sound right?”

“Does that make sense?”

“Does the word you said look like that?”

Remember to praise your student’s successes and their attempts.

5. Understanding the story
After reading the story, you and your student may now confirm or reject the initial predictions that were made. Then you can move on to the directing questions, to check for comprehension and meaning. 
Discuss the directing question:

Do you think Nic should have explained the situation to the dog owner?
Why or why not?

Ask for your student’s verbal opinion, and then ask them to justify this opinion from the story. 

Discuss and define the term “gobsmacked”. The Collins Cobuild dictionary says “If you say you are gobsmacked by something, you are emphasising how amazed and surprised you are by it.”

6. How to use the exercises and activities 
· These exercises and activities are a mixture of literal and inferential comprehension, so ensure that you choose a mixture of the two.
· Choose the exercises that suit the ability of your student, or better still, involve your student as they will choose appropriate levels and interests OR
· You may like to begin with one that you know your student will enjoy and do well at, just to build their confidence. 

· Or a more challenging exercise for your student may be selected and extra support can be offered.
· Exercises can also be printed off and given for homework.
· Don’t attempt every exercise for each of the books, as this will bore your student!

“Whistle If Anyone Comes” Crossword solution  
Across - 4. beach  7. Kings-Park
Down - 1. yellow  2. cheeks  3. urgently  5. whistle  6. scrub
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